EQUIPPING THE SAINTS
20/20 Vision in 2020
LESSON STUDY: Simplicity of the Gospel
October 10, 2020

RESTORED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, OR LOST IN SIN

The Gospel Simplified: Jesus In, Satan Out
SCRIPTURE: JUDE 24,25

24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence
of his glory with exceeding joy,?® To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever. Amen.

1.

Gen. 1:1,26,27: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. ° And God said, Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness: .... 2’ So God created man in his own image, in the image of God
created he him; male and female created he them.

Gen. 5:3: “And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, and after
his image; and called his name Seth:”

“Though the moral image of God was almost obliterated by the sin of Adam, through the merits and power
of Jesus it may be renewed. Man may stand with the moral image of God in his character; for Jesus will
give it to him. Unless the moral image of God is seen in man, he can never enter the city of God as a
conqueror.” 6BC 1078.

The image of God was lost in Adam, but restored in Jesus.

3.

Rom. 5:12,15,19-21: “?Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: *®* But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For
if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is
by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. *° For as by one man's disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous. 2° Moreover the law entered,
that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:?* That as sin hath
reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ
our Lord.

“In all who will submit themselves to the Holy Spirit a new principle of life is to be implanted; the lost
image of God is to be restored in humanity.” COL 96.

“He who by faith receives the word is receiving the very life and character of God.” COL 38.

“God would not permit it to be said that He could have done more or revealed to humanity a greater
measure of love. In the gift of Christ He gave all heaven. “The Highest, who was with the Father before
the world was, submitted to humiliation, that He might uplift humanity.... With Christ He gave all heaven,
that the moral image of God might be restored in man.... His grace in all its vastness is provided for all.”
SD 11.

“By infinite love and mercy the plan of salvation had been devised, and a life of probation was granted.
To restore in man the image of his Maker, to bring him back to the perfection in which he was created, to
promote the development of body, mind, and soul, that the divine purpose in his creation might be
realized—this was to be the work of redemption. This is the object of education, the great object of life.”
ED 15-16.



“Satan was exulting that he had succeeded in debasing the image of God in humanity. Then Jesus came
to restore in man the image of his Maker. None but Christ can fashion anew the character that has been
ruined by sin. He came to expel the demons that had controlled the will. He came to lift us up from the
dust, to reshape the marred character after the pattern of His divine character, and to make it beautiful
with His own glory.” DA 37-38.

1 Cor. 15:45-49: “And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was
made a quickening spirit. “® Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward that which is spiritual. 4’ The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from
heaven. # As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also
that are heavenly. “° And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the
heavenly.

“Sin has marred the divine image in man. Through Christ this may be restored, but it is only through
earnest prayer and the conquest of self that we can become partakers of the divine nature...” GW 80.

2 Pet. 1:3-4: “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: * Whereby are given unto
us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

Jude 24,25: ‘Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy,?® To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.”

We may have trials and tribulations; however, it is necessary to develop our characters so that the image of God
may be restored.

7.

10.

2 Tim. 3:12-13: “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. **But evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.”

James 1:2-4: “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; ®Knowing this, that the
trying of your faith worketh patience. # But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.

“God’s love for His children during the period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as in the days
of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace of fire; their earthliness
must be consumed, that the image of Christ may be perfectly reflected.” GC 621.

“Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character
of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” COL
69.

Col. 2:10: “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:”

Col. 3:1-4: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the
right hand of God. ? Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. * For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God. # When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with him in glory.”
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